[Microcrystals and biliary sludge: pathogenesis and clinical significance].
Review of the literature concerning the pathogenesis and the clinical significance of microcrystals and biliary sludge. In addition, the advantages and limitations of the available methodology of identification of these microscopic precipitates and the clinical conditions in which the investigation of the bile composition, with respect to the presence of cholesterol and calcium bilirubinate microcrystals, are discussed. In conclusion, algorithms for treatment of bileopancreatic diseases caused by microcrystals and/or biliary sludge are proposed.